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The Popular Puerto Rican Army (MACHETEROS) and the Armed Forces of National Liberation (FALN) are 
clandestine organizations that wage armed struggle against colonialism and for the national independence of Puerto Rico. The 
first operates within the national territory of Puerto Rico and the latter in the United States of North America. We are 
submitting this joint message in writing because we cannot appear before this honorable Committee. 

For nearly 500 years, Puerto Rico has been a victim of colonialism. For the past 90 years, it has been a colony of the United 
States. Ever since the military invasion of our country in 1898, the U.S. government has attempted to justify and legitimize 
its imperialist intervention by all means. In 1900, elections were imposed in order to create the illusion that the Puerto Rican 
people exercised self-determination. The reality was that the U.S. government controlled (and still controls) all aspects of 
economic, military and political life. 

In 1917, the U.S. government imposed its citizenship upon the Puerto Rican people. Anyone that resisted the imposition 
of citizenship was stripped of all political rights and considered a foreigner in his own land. During this period, the U.S. totally 
ignored our people’s clamor for independence even though the majority electoral parties included it in their programs. 

The U.S. government carried out a brutal campaign of repression in the 1930’s, 40’s, and 50’s which included: the Rfo 
Piedras and Ponce massacres; the assassinations of many patriots; the incarceration of the Nationalist Party leadership 
including Don Pedro Albizu Campos and subsequent leaders of the Nationalist Party; the “law of the muzzle” which made 
the independence movement illegal and culminated with massive arrests in 1950 before the implementation of “Free 
Associated State”. 

In 1952, the U.S. government acting with the complicity of the “Popular Democratic Party” of Puerto Rico approved the 
so-called “Free Associated State” in an attempt to legitimize its colonialism. This imperialist machination has been a 
caricature of autonomy during the past 36 years. Although Puerto Ricans are “free” to elect a puppet government, the U.S. 
maintains all sovereign powers: citizenship, currency, commerce, migration, military service, postal service, external 
relations, communications, etc. Puerto Rico has its own courts and laws but U.S. courts and laws can overrule them and have 
been used to repress the Puerto Rican people in all facets of economic, political, and social life. 

With the institutionalization of the “Free Associated State,” the U.N. in 1953, absolved the U.S. government of its 
obligation to render annual reports about Puerto Rico to its Decolonization Committee. In this manner, the U.S. government 
was able to maneuver the U.N. into recognizing the “Free Associated State” as the end of colonial domination. Repression 
against the patriotic movement continued during that period and today includes new methods: espionage and electronic sur- 
veillance; kidnapping and forced exile of patriots to prisons in the U.S.; mental and physical torture against Puerto Rican Pris- 
oners of War; “preventive detentions” without trials and the right to bail; utilizing “grand juries” to incarcerate activists 
without trials; and others. At this very moment, the U.S. government is creating anew repressive model: subpoenas en mass 
of independence activists in an attempt to force them to testify in a U.S. court under the threat of facing 5 years imprisonment 
without a trial or the right to bail if they refuse. 

In 1978, after an intense struggle by our people, the Decolonization Committee valiantly abandoned its support of the “Free 
Associated State” and since then has issued annual resolutions denouncing colonialism and demanding implementation of 
Puerto Rico’s right to self-determination and independence. 

Due to this new development, for the past years the U.S. government has searched for a new political formula to 
“decolonize” Puerto Rico. Again with the complicity of the “Popular Democratic Party” the U.S. has designed a scheme called 
the “culmination of the Free Associated State” that appears to be a decolonization model, but in content leaves all structures 


of colonial domination intact. The U.S. is trying to repeat its deception of 1952 and deceive the international community as 
well. 

In light of this political situation and in recognition of U.N. resolutions declaring colonialism as a crime against humanity, 
the Popular Puerto Rican Army (MACHETEROS) and the Armed Forces of National Liberation (FALN) propose the 
following plan for the decolonization of Puerto Rico: 

l. The United States must immediately recognize the colonial status of Puerto Rico and its inalienable right to 
independence. Consequently, it must cease all repression against the patriotic movement in Puerto Rico and in the U.S. 

2. The United States must immediately release all political prisoners and prisoners of war, as well as, all non-Puerto 
Rican political prisoners incarcerated for acting in solidarity with our struggle for independence. 

3. All U.S. military forces must be withdrawn and all military bases and installations dismantled. 

4. The colonial government and all its repressive forces (police, national guard, etc.) will be dissolved and their arms 
turned in to the local militia and national army which will be responsible for maintaining public order and defending our 
national sovereignty. 

5. The U.S. must transfer all the sovereign powers it has usurped in the past 90 years to the people of Puerto Rico 
represented by a Constituent Convention of the Republic. 

6. Under supervision of the United Nations, a Constituent Convention of the Republic will be freely elected which will 
then elect Provisional Government of a free, sovereign, and democratic Puerto Rico. All persons considered accomplices 
of colonialism having served in a position of confidence in the colonial administration in the executive, legislative, and judicial 
branches, armed forces, or police are not eligible to serve in the new government. | 

7. The people of Puerto Rico must be compensated for all the exploitation and damages suffered during the past 90 years 
of U.S. colonial domination. 


8. This decolonization process must begin in January, 


1989 with the immediate implementation of points | and 2 and March to the UN Demands 
should culminate September 23, 1992. : 
Puerto Rican Independence 


These eight points are what we consider to be aminimum 
plan for a true decolonization of Puerto Rico. Based on this 
decolonization plan, the Popular Puerto Rican Army (MA- 
CHETEROS) and the Armed Forces of National Libera- 
tion (FALN) want to establish clearly the following: 

l. The clandestine and public independence movement 
will not permit a false decolonization process to be imple- 
mented such as a so-called “culmination of the Free Associ- 
ated State” which would only serve to camouflage colonial 
domination. 

2. We demand that the U.S. government act before the 
free countries of the world and implement this decolonization 
plan so as to avoid a long but inevitable victorious war of 
liberation in Puerto Rico, as well as, in its own territory. 

3. We call on the countries of the world to focus their 
attention on the political situation in our homeland and lend 
the necessary Solidarity to the forces waging combat against 


colonialism in Puerto Rico. The United Nations Decolonization Committee voted on August 17, for the 
eleventh continuous year, to "reaffirm the inalienable right of the people of 


; Puerto Rico to self-determination and independence.” The Resolution, spon- 
The Popular Puerto Rican Army (MACHETEROS) | sored by Cuba, passed by a 9 to 2 vote. While the committee deliberated, 500 


and the Armed Forces of National Liberation (F ALN) activists marched 70 blocks from the Puerto Rican neighborhood, "El Barrio," 


lemni th ill d 1 to the UN in New York to deliver their message demanding Puerto Rican 
solemnly Swear that we will not put down our arms unti independence. Marchers included independentistas from El Barrio, as well as, 


Puerto Rico is a truly free nation and our people can construct supporters traveling from Hartford, Boston, Philadelphia, Chicago and San 
a future of peace and justice. Francisco. The rally at the end of the march was addressed by a broad array of 
pe J independentistas. Messages of solidarity from Black and North American activ- 

ists were also read. 
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